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Alton King, Director General
PEP Air - CASARA

Happy spring everyone. We are about to enter into one of 
our busiest times for training. We need to clear the cobwebs 
out of our brains and get stimulated with flying and all our 
equipment new and old again. The ForeFlight program has 
had some great additions over the winter, I’m sure you will 
all be told about those at your training sessions. All our 
training ELTs have now been upgraded to the new practice 
frequency of 121.775MHz. I want to thank Fred Carey and 
his helper Joe for getting this momentous job done. Not only 
for BC, but most of Canada as well. We have a new 
reporting program to work with disasters, flooding and any 
other catastrophic event. We are now using a provincial 
government program called COPP to upload our pictures 
and information. This program is available to any 
government agency that needs quick info on any disaster in 
the province. Be sure to get acquainted with the new “app” 
as soon as possible, so when we are called to assist it will 
go like clockwork. This new program replaces the ‘Lightship’ program we were using in 
previous years. Training aids are on our website.

I’m happy to announce that as of today there have been 125 Uniforms ordered. If you have 
been a member for two years or more and would like a PEP Air–CASARA uniform, please 
contact your Zone Commander for the order form and how to proceed. Earlier this year we 
also distributed seventy-five PEP Air–CASARA jackets. 
 
The North West Zone recently had their Evaluation done by DND and our Training Officers.  
I’m pleased to announce that even though it was non-flying Eval (due to weather), they are 
operational ready for any tasking that JRCC or EMBC may assign them. Our Provincial 
Training Officers were in Smithers only a couple of weeks earlier and the members did a great 
job of running a complete SHQ along with flying the task given. We have two more Evals 

thcoming up this spring as well, the next will be in North East Zone on May 11  and then Central 
thZone on June 8 . Best of luck to each of those Zones, however, I know they also will pass with 

flying colours.

This is now the time to think about those fly-ins and community events where we can setup 
our booth and talk to the locals as well as other members of the flying community as to who 
we are and what we do for search and rescue. We have display units available as well as 
some goodies that can be given away. Book your display unit through Keith Bennett in Salmon 
Arm and be sure to get a Form 115 into myself for funding at least two weeks in advance. 
These funds are SAR Awareness and Outreach and are not tied to our training funds. Let’s 
get out to as many events within the province this year as we can and whenever possible be 
sure to let the media know you are there.

Our spring AGM and Zone Commanders meeting will be held in Prince George this year on 
rd th thMay 3  and 4 . The next Zone Commanders meeting will be in Kelowna on October 19 . The 

Executive are hoping to get around to many areas of operation this year for town hall 
meetings. Notice will be sent out well in advance to all areas 
as to when and where so you can have the opportunity to 
come meet your Executive and ask questions.

Until then, have a SAFE and Happy Spring doing what you all 
like to do most. Alton
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Early in October of 2018 the 

CASARA St. John’s Zone was 

invited to participate in a unique 

SAREX called “Cliffhanger”. The 

exercise involved the SAR 

partners demonstrating their 

capabilities while raising funds for 

the Eastern Health Corporation’s 

Mental Health – First Responders 

program. Local individuals were 

given the opportunity to donate 

funds and in turn they could be a 

participant with the various SAR 

partners. The donors certainly had 

a lot to choose from. SAR 

participants involved land, water 

and air assets from such agencies 

as the Royal Newfoundland 

Constabulary, St. John’s Regional 

Fire Department, Rovers Ground 

Search and Rescue, Eastern 

Health Ambulance Service, 

Canadian Coast Guard and the 

Auxiliary, Royal Newfoundland 

Constabulary Marine Unit and 

Mounted Unit, Cougar Helicopters 

Inc, Universal Helicopters and our 

own Civil Air Search and Rescue 

Association, (CASARA) NL.

CASARA St. John’s NL,
 and SAR Partners 
Working Together

Brendan Walsh
Newfoundland

&
Labrador

SAREXCliff
Hanger
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Cliffhanger - Continued from previous page.

The SAREX was held just North East of Signal Hill 
National Historic Site, St John’s, in an area known 
as Cuckolds Cove. This is a very popular hiking 
area and part of the well-known East Coast Trail. 
The scenario involved a hiker falling from the trail 
and becoming injured and stranded on a section 
of a cliff in Cuckolds Cove. The SAR exercise 
commenced at 0800 hours with a call to the Royal 
Newfoundland Constabulary, (RNC), indicating 
that a hiker was in trouble on the coastline to the 
northeast of Signal Hill National Historic Site. The 
RNC called CASARA St. John’s and tasked an 
aircraft to complete a coastal crawl from Torbay 
Harbour to Signal Hill. The CASARA aircraft, a 
Cessna 185 on amphibious floats, was airborne 
quickly and commenced the coastal crawl 
beginning at Torbay Harbour. Upon reaching the 
Cuckolds Cove area the CASARA crew called 
Search Headquarters and reported they had 
spotted a person on the cliff in the Cuckolds Cove 
area. The CASARA aircraft was instructed to 
remain overhead and provide top cover to the 
other SAR assets as a rescue attempt was 
undertaken.

With the CASARA aircraft circling overhead various other assets were instructed to attempt 
the rescue of the injured hiker. This part of the scenario involved the St. John’s Regional Fire 
Department Technical Rescue Response Unit. They repelled to the injured hiker, placed the 
hiker in a rescue basket and lowered the hiker to one of the three Fast Rescue Crafts waiting in 
Cuckolds Cove. The injured hiker was then taken to one of the Coast Guard Vessels waiting 
outside the cove area.

While the CASARA aircraft remained on site the next phase of SAREX Cliffhanger unfolded. 
This involved a demonstration by Universal Helicopters of transferring a causality by longline 
to an Eastern Health ambulance. Then Cougar Helicopters demonstrated the lowering and 
hoisting of a SARtech from an S-92 helicopter. With the injured hiker rescued and the 
demonstrations completed the SAREX was brought to a successful conclusion.

From a CASARA point of view it was a great opportunity to showcase the variety of skills and 
expertise by each SAR partner involved and how we can interact with our SAR partners in the 
saving of lives. 
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Alcohol or Drugs - Crew Members (update made to CAR 602.03)

602.03 No person shall act as a  of an aircraft

(a)  after consuming an alcoholic beverage:
(b) while under the influence of alcohol; or
(c)  the person’s faculties 
     to the extent that the safety of the aircraft or of persons 
     on board the aircraft is endangered in any way.

CAR 101.01 Definitions
crew member means a perons assigned to duty in an aircraft during flight time.

In the old version of 602.03 (a) within 8 hours of consuming.....

crew member

within 12 hours

while using any drug that impairs

Read 
this!!
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KymTrask

Continued on next page.
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Major J. Cormier and PTO (BC) Kym Trask 
running SIM sessions. Photo: RCAF

The pilot and his friend departed Saturday morning 20 June 1987 in a white Piper Super 
Cub float plane for a fishing trip to McDougall Lake BC. No trace on the aircraft was found 
after a nine day search involving more than a hundred people and covering 16,600 sq. nm.. 

During our last major SAR in BC (GFPK) a not previously recorded crash site was located 
on 18 September 2018. SARtechs were hoisted from a Cormorant helicopter to verify the 
site and take photographs. Although the crash site was located it was not that of GFPK but 
the missing aircraft from 1987. The crash site revealed two occupants: pilot Ernie 
Whitehead (78) and Len Dykhuizen (55). Their aircraft had departed Eagle Bay for the 80 
nm trip. They almost reached their destination but were located just south of McDougall 
Lake, near Kostel Lake, in Wells Gray Provincial Park.

We remain constantly diligent that 
there are several other aircraft 
'missing' in BC. Training flights and 
other resources are being used to 
assist in potentially closing these 
case files. 

NWE Zone had their scheduled 
Evaluation in Smithers (12-13 April). 
The result was a 'No Fly' operational 
evaluation. Weather for the weekend 
was below VFR but the members 
performed all the functions required 
up to dispatching flights, including the 
ground ELT homing, and were 
assessed operational by the team. 
Well done to all involved. There are 
several new key members in the 
Zone. A/PTO McSorley and I had 
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PTO - Continued from previous page.

DS providing inputs for Syndicate D. Photo: RCAF

PTO (BC) Kym Trask presenting to RCAF students. 
Photo: RCAF

been in Smithers teaching a few 
weeks prior to their evaluation, and 
several aircraft were tasked to fly 
five sorties in support of their 
Search Coordinator. The members 
performed very well.

Coming up shortly the NEA Zone 
Evaluation will be conducted 10-11 
May. Captain Rietman, WO 
Knubley, and I will conduct the 
evaluation in Prince George. This 
will take place the weekend after 
our Executive, and Executive/Zone 
Commanders meetings in Prince 
George. 

In June CTL Zone will also be 
evaluated. All members involved 
with an evaluation should become 
familiar with the new CLO 
Reference Manual (2018) available 
in our web portal.

In April, the RCAF ran their annual 
Assistant Search Master Course in 
Sydney NS at the Canadian Coast 
Guard College. I was a member of 
the Directing Staff providing 
academic and SIM training to the 
twenty officers of RCAF and CCG, 
and to four CASARA members. 
Robert Northcott (AAD for Victoria, 
VIZ) successfully completed the 
course and is now qualified as an 
A/SM. This newly 're-engineered' 
course is the requirement for 
RCAF officers to progress to 
Search Master status. A qualified 
A/SM may perform their functions 
in a JRCC, or squadron deployed 
SHQ directly responsible to the 
RCAF Search Master. 

Continued on next page.
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PTO - Continued from previous page.

PTO (BC) Kym Trask congratulating 
A/SM Robert Northcott. Photo: Capt. J. Isenor

There was discussion between CASARA 
and RCAF (at the National Training 
Officers' meeting in Winnipeg in January) to 
offer a 'refresher course' for any A/SM who 
qualified more than five years ago. Stay 
tuned for more information.

The 2019 Western Canada SAREX will be 
conducted in Yellowknife NWT (17-18 
August).

While we all train for the missions we are 
tasked to perform we should always be 
aware that major SAR cases occur without 
warning. Such was the case in early March 
2019 with an overdue R66 helicopter        
(C-GAUA) in the vicinity of Timmins ON. 
The combined efforts of the RCAF and 
CASARA ON, in poor weather, and for 

more than a week, resulted in the crash 
site being located. Unfortunately, both 
occupants traveling in the helicopter 
perished at the site.  

We strive to remain constantly ready for 
any SAR activity mandated by our tasking 
agencies, 'that others may live'.

Crash site of C-GAUA.

Dreamlifter taking off 
from the Boeing factory 
at Paine Field, Everett, 
Washington.

Photo: Trevor Black.
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inReach OPS Normals

Allister Pedersen
Cranbrook PEP Air
Training Officer &
Cranbrook GSAR

“Aviation Safety”, a PEP Air/CASARA watchword, 
was greatly enhanced with the acquisition of the 
inReach two-way satellite communicator which 
replaced the one-way SPOT device in 2018. 
OPS Normals are key to ensuring the safety of 
our crews. The SOP on the PEP Air website 
titled PEP AIR RADIO COMMUNCATIONS 
notes that…Ops Normal calls should be 
scheduled often enough to ensure 

confirmation of the safety of aircrews and/or ground homing teams without being overly restrictive in 
their ability to carry out their assigned task. Around Cranbrook (as well as in many other mountainous 
areas in BC) the range of our VHF AM radio systems is very limited, as is the availability of cellphone 
networks, and the ability to adhere to the OPS Normal requirement was very difficult until the 
introduction of the inReach. Now, with two simple keystrokes on the inReach, an “OPS Normal Bingo 
Unchanged” pre-formatted text message (along with your GPS coordinates) can be sent as an SMS 
text message to whomever is monitoring the aircraft in question. During our ongoing search for the 
missing Piper Warrior GDTK in 2018 the inReach was irreplaceable in transmitting OPS Normals 
miles away from our Cranbrook base. The typical response time from sending the OPS Normal until 
an acknowledgement was received was less than two minutes although limited data has been 
obtained to date on the response times. The inReach satellite communicator and the Garmin 
inReach website provide comprehensive functionality which is outlined in various training documents 
located under the inReach subdirectory on the PEP Air website.  

SmartPilot is an aviation 
website developed by 
CASARA to enhance flight 
safety in Canada, with support 
from the National Search and 

Rescue Secretariat. SmartPilot will provide a rich 
resource of interesting and informative articles, videos 
and interactive programming to help inform pilots 
about how to be safer in the air.
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Happy spring everyone. With spring always comes the 
spring freshet. Let us hope that we do not have the floods 
like in 2017 and Grand Forks in 2018. However, we do have 
a new tool in our toolkit to assist EMBC should there be 
issues. If you have not already worked with it, you will be. It 
is the new EMBC developed COPP program, which some of 
you may already know is the program replacing Lightship.  
COPP stands for Common Operating Picture Portal. It is 
called this because it is the program that EMBC wants to 
use for almost everything it can. EMBC developed this 
program to be able to have one web site to go to for 
information. We are talking weather, forest fires, Drive BC, 
avalanches, smoke, river/lake heights, roads, buildings, 
structures, you name it. If they don’t already have enough 

Stan Owen
Executive Member

information, they will be working on importing more. When EMBC are looking at a computer screen or big 
video display for information, they will be using the COPP system. This means we have to get on board, 
and as soon as possible.  
 
Our part in this system was to have a way to take pictures from our airplanes on our cell phones, make a 
few comments and then download these to their COPP system.  Likely the download will be done after 
landing, on a WIFI system. The pictures also include the latitudes and longitudes.

Cheerio

www.embc-air.org     www.embc-air.org     www.embc-air.org

Steve Van Wagoner in Kamloops worked with 
EMBC to create this completely separate (just 
for us) software to integrate into the COPP web 
site. A big thank you to Steve for this work and 
the Kamloops crews for being the guinea pigs 
for the trial runs. I encourage everyone to start 
playing with it. We have a test portal so you 
can take a picture and see how it works. I 
followed Steve’s instructions on how to 
download the app, set up my phone, and take 
a picture. I can usually find a way to crash and 
burn any computer-based technology, but low 
and behold, I did not. That is how good it is. 
The manual is on our secure website at 

 under the folder called 
“COPP”.  The folder contains the manual as an 
Apple Keynote file, PowerPoint, and PDF. The 
old saying is:  “TRY IT, YOU WILL LIKE IT!” 
 

www.embc-air.org

...from the internet!

http://www.embc-air.org


Fred Sampson
Webmaster
CASARA Nova Scotia

Major Mark Norris, JRCC Halifax Commanding 
Officer, with Sgt. Rob Hardie, JRCC Assistant Air 
Coordinator and advisor for SARtech operations, 
and Marc Ouellette, Canadian Coast Guard 
Regional Supervisor for Maritime Search and 
Rescue at JRCC. The officers were on hand to meet 
the public and members of CASARA Nova Scotia 
(Yarmouth Zone) during the Eastern Canadian 
Fisheries Expo at the Mariners Centre in Yarmouth 
on January 25-26.

11
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CASARA’s (Nanaimo) John Lamb has 
been honoured as this year’s 

recipient  of the EMBC Air Volunteer 
of the Year Award. He has 
volunteered for thirty-three of his 
seventy-one years! He received this 
recognition at the BC Legislature in 
company with his wife, Lillian. Said 
John, “I feel like there’s lots of other 
people here who I wish I could line 
them up and pat them on the back 
because they’ve done an excellent 
job as well.”
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Any member may order a uniform for himself. Only members who have 
been in good standing for two years or more will have the price 
reimbursed. Members will deal with the supplier one on one. After the 
order has been paid for by the member, send a copy of the receipt along 
with an expense claim to your Zone Commander who will authorize the 
reimbursement. The Zone Commander will then send the claims to the 
provincial treasurer for payment. Nothing will be shipped until payment 
has been made. Eligible members will be reimbursed for one shirt and one 
pair of pants. Zone Commanders have a list of eligible members, it is the 
Zone Commanders’ responsibility to ensure the member has been in good 
standing for the minimum period for the reimbursement. Any questions 
can be directed to your Zone Commander or the Director General.



Warren McCormick
Provincial Safety Officer

FROM THE DESK OF....
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Hope you are all well and with spring approaching (faster in 
some areas than others) I encourage all, especially pilots, to attend PrepAir 

seminars or other local RustRemovers to get back in the groove and keep aviation on your 
mind. If you can't get to a seminar, don't forget all the great safety and aviation information at 
smartpilot.ca or copanational.org or https://www.tc.gc.ca/en/campaigns/general-aviation-safety.html. 

One item I'd like to discuss here has to do with the Damage Assessment flights. When flying "low and 
slow" as we do, the risk from obstacles goes way up. Most of these obstacles are communication towers. 
In the past most of these towers were radio, TV or other communication services where the signal was 
broadcast from the tower to the receivers on the ground (i.e. usually your home radio or TV). To maximize 
the coverage these towers were usually located on a height of land, a hill or mountain near the target 
audience. When flying in the vicinity of hills and mountains, the hill or mountain poses a large risk, and the 
additional risk from a tower on that hill or mountain adds only a small amount of risk. 

With the advent of cell phones the situation has changed. With the phone now being the transmitter (and a 
low power one at that) and the tower becoming the receiver, the towers needed to be located within the 
communities or in areas where cell service was deemed essential (e.g. along highways) and there needs 
to be more of them. Thus, they may be located in areas where a tower would not have be expected to be 
located (based on past knowledge). 

Many of the objects we will be tasked to observe in a Damage Assessment flight will be in this same area 
(around communities and infrastructures such as highways), thus it presents an added level of risk. What 
can we do to mitigate some of this risk? 

    * scour any available charts for the search area for any towers and mark them on the chart. 
    * Nav and Pilot should discuss if any noted towers are a significant risk to the flight. 
    * discuss with spotters that cell towers are a risk with this type of flight and that they may not all be 
      identified on the search or aviation charts. 
    * advise spotters that they should call out all towers when spotted, don't assume the pilot has seen it. 
    * spotters should keep the pilot informed of the location of the tower relative to the aircraft trajectory.
 

Safety does not happen by accident
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Photo

Showcase
Do you have a 
photo you’d 
like to show? 
Send it along!

Spitfires! Photo: Sean Smith  (ZBB)

Airliner taking-off 
into the clouds 
from 26L at YVR.
Photo:
Trevor Black (ZBB)

Mars water bomber,        
Port Alberni. 
Photo: Sean Smith (ZBB)
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I am building up a catalogue of targets in the South 
West Zone of their lat & long and , in an effort to 
make spotter training more interesting. I encourage 
spotters to find unique and identifiable objects in their 
training areas, photograph them, note the lat & long so 
we can build a folder of targets. This accomplishes 
several goals: develops camera skills for damage 
assessment, location logging and call-around practice; 
it should also make training more engaging for spotters.

 photos

Trevor Black
Search Coordinator

South West Zone

Do you know where these photos were taken?   
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The plan was to teach our members to build 
survival shelters. Location: 15 nm north of 
Abbotsford in the Stave Lake area. On site 
weather:  variable,  overcast, light wind, rain, 
sleet, hail, sunshine. Twenty-eight participants 
gathered at the remote site on January 30, by 
0830, this  included five members of the 
Surrey GSAR.  

Warrant Officer Dave Knubley, 442 Transport 
and Rescue Squadron CASARA NCO, 19 
Wing, Comox  was on hand for his annual 
training session. He did a great job, including 
not only shelter building, but First Aid, ELT 
Ground Homing and fire starting.

Paul Monchamp and I had done a 
reconnaissance trip the day before to set up 
some tarps over a picnic table for shelter from 
the forecast poor weather, cut some firewood 
and place a target in the bush for future 
aircrew training. Two locations for ELT ground 
homing practice were selected, one for local 
homing and one for vehicle teams at a 
distance from the survival site.

George Nunn 
Training Officer            
Southwest Zone

Survival on the “Wet” Coast!!

Continued on next page.



The training day proved to be a “Real Life” example 
of survival on the “Wet” Coast with the forecast rain, 
and a few surprises of hail and sleet; this made for 
a fun day trying to light fires in trying conditions!  
Rain and wet weather had been persistent in the 
weeks prior, so all the forest was well soaked and 
dry fire material was difficult to find. Our fire starting 
consisted of numerous teams, with a goal of being 
first to have a fire with flame four feet high. The 
winners managed this in twenty-five minutes. Just 
when this competition started, so did the hail and 
rain! Some teams held tarps above the heads of 
team members crouching over their tinder material, 
attempting shield them from the downpour. 
 
Dave briefed the group on the finer points of 
wilderness survival and shelter building. He 
demonstrated the use of survival saws and proper 
lashing and tying of poles to construct shelters. 
Some of his demonstration had to be under cover of 
the tarp shelter set up in advance, as the hail and 
rain pelted down in spades! The ground was 
covered with a layer of hail for a while. Fortunately, 
the weather front passed and the remainder of the 
day was pretty reasonable.

Members had to bring their survival packs, and 
pilots were encouraged to bring the gear normally 
carried in the aircraft. Everyone was to bring a tarp 
or some type of material to create the shelter roof. 
Teams designed and built their shelters, then 
demonstrated to the group the construction 
methods and benefits of their designs. The 
involvement of Surrey GSAR members was a 
bonus, and we forged some new relationships with 
their team. We all had a great learning experience 
and a fun day in the bush.   

Dave has already outlined his plan for next year’s 
annual training session. We will be treated to a day 
of signals and flares. Looking forward to that one! 

More photos on next page.
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Survival Training - Continued from previous page.



Survival on the “Wet” Coast!!



At left, Search Coordinator (ZBB) 
Jan Madsen in the BCIT hangar at 
YVR on the hunt for an errant ELT.

At right, found it!! Errant ELT 
possibly due to rain and moisture.
Photos: Trevor Black

Left: Survival course survivors!
Photo: George Nunn

Below: Certificates all round at ZBB!
Photo: Trevor Black



Keith Kepke and Julia Ullyott.

Creston Search & Rescue 
recently had a Surviaval 
Training Day on the airport 
grounds. The instructor was 
Dave Knubley who went over 
the course with everyone, 
including First Aid, building a 
shelter, starting a fire and 
cooking our lunch over it. It 
was a most interesting and 
hands on experience for all.

Jenifer Wolf
Creston Search & Rescue



Looking for articles, send them to me,

Trevor Black at

finchley@shaw.ca

This newsletter requires input from you! 
So, if you did anything, are, or will be 
doing something in your Zone, let me 
know (and thereby everyone else) with 
a brief and snappy article...remember 
however, that this is not the place for 
the Great Canadian Novel, “How To” 
pieces or those of an instructional 
bent. These would best be placed as 
links on our website, although 
s e r i a l i z e d  a r t i c l e s  a r e  
acceptable...first and foremost, this 
is a NEWSletter. Accompanying 
interesting photos would be 

wonderful but they should be 
captioned. Write them, get them to 

me and I’ll do the rest.

The deadline for the next issue is July 31

A very happy Sean Smith 
(ZBB) getting a flight in a 
Harvard over White Rock, 
thanks to owner Mike L.!
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